
The new centre includes a  

sensory room for quiet sensory 

stimulation and a motor and 

activity room for noisier, more 

physical, sensory activities, as 

well as a resource library and 

resource room for parents. 

Parents will also be able to  

borrow, at no charge, from an 

adaptive equipment library 

stocked with specialized recrea-

tional sensory equipment. An 

indoor gym with a climbing wall 

and a wheelchair-accessible 

playground complete the build-

ing. 

Program Partners in the centre 

will include the Boys and Girls 

Club of Strathcona County, the 

Strathcona Family and Commu-

nity Services Parent Link  

Program, and Capital Healthõs  

Neurodevelopmental Assess-

ment Clinic. Says Riediger: òThis 

will be a true community  

centre, servicing all Community 

children and youth from one 

facility.ó 

On November 3, Robin Hood 

Association began renovations 

for a new $1.6-million Children 

and Youth Community Centre 

in Sherwood Park. When com-

pleted in April 2009, the 14,900-

square-foot facility will allow the 

association and its program 

partners to provide a higher 

level of service to more chil-

dren, youth and their families. 

The new centre is desperately 

needed. Population growth, 

government policy changes and 

medical advancements have 

increased the demand for Robin 

Hoodõs childrenõs services and 

programs in the community. 

òWe have a waiting list right 

now and thatõs not ideal,ó says 

Ed Riediger, Chief Executive 

Officer. òFamilies can easily go 

into crisis when the services 

they need are not available 

when they need them. The only 

thing stopping us from being 

able to meet demand right now 

is space.ó 

To reduce construction costs, 

the association chose to reno-

vate existing space. The original 

Robin Hood School, located at 

3 Spruce Avenue, was built in 

1968 and used until the con-

struction of the Robin Hood 

Learning Centre in 1998. Since 

then, New Horizon School 

leased the building until the 

RHA took it over again this 

summer in order to accommo-

date growth. 

Local architects Terry Hartwig 

and Robert Axten of Hartwig 

Architecture Inc. have designed 

a facility that addresses space 

limitations and allows the RHA 

to deliver the most up-to-date 

programs and services. 

òOut of necessity, weõve had to 

offer programs in clientsõ 

homes, in makeshift space off-

site or at the Robin Hood 

Learning Centre, where the 

atmosphere can be overwhelm-

ing for children. These options 

havenõt allowed us to support 

clients as fully as is possible 

when the environment is care-

fully designed,ó says Riediger. 
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Artistõs rendering of building exterior 

For regular updates on the  

progress of the Children & Youth Community Centre 

renovations and capital campaign, please visit 

www.robinhoodassoc.com and click on this image: 
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Champion Campaign for the 

Children & Youth Community Centre 
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Children & Youth Community Centre!   

We are a group of Robin Hood Families and Friends committed to raising a portion of the $1.6 million goal. We are 

undertaking a letter-writing campaign.   
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 It will include sample letters, an address tracking form and other relevant  

  instructions. 

2. Create a list of family and friends  

 who would like to hear more about the Children & Youth Community Centre and our  goals. 

3. Return your list to us.   

 We will print your letters and give them to you to sign, complete with an information  

 brochure and postage paid envelopes. 

4. After signing them, drop them in the mail  

 or include them with your Christmas cards. 

5. Periodic reports will be provided  

 to you as donations come in from your friends and family. 

 

To receive your Champion package, please call Alice before December 19:  

780-467-7140 ext. 226 

Thank you for asking your friends and family to help us grow! 



P A G E  3  

"My son Matthew, who is now 19, has been accessing services from 

Robin Hood since he was a year old.  Now that Matthew is attending 

the adult day program at 

the Learning Centre I am 

absolutely thrilled to see 

him laugh, learn and play 

in a facility catered to the 

needs of the disabled, and 

where families have op-

portunities to connect, 

share stories, and support 

each other.   

 

The new children's centre 

will provide the same en-

vironment and opportuni-

ties to our younger  

population.  This will be a 

much welcomed facility 

that will make such a  

difference in so many 

lives".   

- Debbie Regimbald,  

parent of Matthew  

Regimbald, age 19 

òAt a typical play centre for children, it is 

very hard to include Jacob in activi-

ties.  With the staff at the Childrenõs Cen-

tre, Jacob will be more accepted.  Every-

thing will be more adapted to him, so he 

can go and be the kid that he is.  Most chil-

dren with disabilities are very sensitive to 

their surroundings.  A centre created spe-

cifically for them will provide a welcoming, 

relaxing environment enabling their therapy 

to really work.ó 

 

-Melanie Proskow, parent of Jacob Proskow, 

age 4 

What the Children & Youth Community Centre Means to 

Robin Hood Families 

òMy daughter and I have been relying on 

Robin Hood for almost ten years now. I 

envision the new Childrenõs Centre as a 

continuation and expansion of the pre-

sent excellent programs. It will serve as a 

place for Emily to grow, thrive and play.ó 

 

- Violet Poon, parent of Emily Kuefler, age 11 

òWe  are so very excited about the new Children & 

Youth Community Centre ð it is a place for families with 

younger children to connect and, more importantly, a 

place where our daughter Britanee really does belong.   

 

To be in an environment where disabilities become  

invisible and are common place with her peers makes all 

the difference to us and to Britanee.  She is happy and 

that makes us happier!  As parents, we are more comfort-

able in activities that we would not normally attempt in 

the community.  The specialized equipment and adapted 

surroundings will allow Britanee to shine and become the 

superstar we know she is. To be part of a family and  

community that is made up of staff, families and children 

that understand and are so very accepting ð it is a dream 

come true.  We belong!!ó 

 

-Tami Reich, parent of Britanee Reich, age 17 
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