
The finishing touches have been 

put on the interior and exterior 

of the Children & Youth  

Community Centre, and the 

makeover is finally complete.  

This project took just over a 

year to complete and the end 

result has exceeded our expecta-

tions.  We appreciate the work 

Hartwig Architecture Inc. did in 

planning the renovations.  

Robert Axten was the lead  

architect and Kathy Gibson 

looked after the interior design. 

We cannot say enough about the 

company that took on the task 

of renovating this old building.  

Realsphere Property Group, 

under the capable leadership of 

Lyle Rabel, looked after every 

aspect of the project.  They  

provided outstanding workman-

ship and service to us.  

We would also like to acknowl-

edge the excellent leadership and 

effort that Daryl Meyer provided 

as chair of the Capital Campaign.  

He was very capably assisted by 

Brad Kotowich and Alice  

Worthington, with the support 

of many volunteers and generous 

individuals and companies. 

It has been very exciting to see 

the old school being trans-

formed.  It was built in 1968.  In 

its first 20 years it was a private 

school for children with severe 

and multiple disabilities.  For the 

next 10 years it was home to the 

Robin Hood Adult Day Program.  

For the last 10 years this building 

served as the New Horizon 

School.  This was a charter 

school for gifted children.  In its 

fourth life, the building has  

become a Community Centre 

that serves children and youth 

with a wide range of abilities.  

This is a very appropriate way 

for the building to continue to 
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serve the changing needs in our 

community.   

The Centre has also become the 

new home of the Boys and Girls 

Club of Strathcona County and 

the Strathcona Family and Com-

munity Services Parent Link pro-

gram. This partnership is forming 

an innovative and collaborative 

approach to delivering services 

and support to the community's 

children and youth. It has created 

a "one stop shop", allowing clients 

to obtain enhanced support and 

service in one location. It is  

anticipated that the Centre will 

serve over 4500 families this year. 

For more information on the 

Children and Youth Community 

Centre, visit robinhoodassoc.com 

and click on Children & Youth 

Centre .  

Ed Riediger 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Centre for Learning Update 
We are in the midst of fall and 

busy with all of the activities lined 

up this fall semester.  We are 

very busy with classes and also 

with the first in a series of work-

shops that are coming up.  Emer-

gency Services (County of Strath-

cona) presented a workshop on 

Fire Safety for us.  Upcoming 

topics for workshops will include: 

Back Care, First Aid and Univer-

sal Precautions. 

Dance Movement is one of our 

new classes this fall and is proving 

to be very popular, both for the 

fun and the exercise it offers.  

Participants have been learning 

safe stretching prior to dancing, 

and the steps to waltz.  We  

welcome feedback about the 

classes in the calendar.  We aim 

to have classes that reflect all 

levels of interest and ability. 

At the beginning of fall, the Learn-

ing Centre was proud to host 

òSurvivor Dayó at the Strathcona 

Athletic Park.  Over 160 partici-

pants competed with a team in a 

variety of track events and  

challenges that accommodated 

every level of ability.  Many of the 

parents who came out to cheer 

people on were really drawn to 

the spirit of the day.  We had 

great weather, healthy lunches, all 

the fruit you could eat and smiles 

everywhere you looked.  It was 

incredible to see people trying so 

hard in the events and races, 

cheering on peers, laughing and 

having fun. 

We followed up this great day 

with a lunch at the Learning Cen-

tre.  We watched a photo slide-

show of the day and trophies 

were awarded to groups for top 

points in the events.  We plan to 

have another òSurvivor Dayó next 

fall. 

On behalf of all of us at the  

Centre for Learning, we wish you 

all the blessings of the season, and 

extend our wishes for health and 

happiness in the New Year.  It is 

our pleasure learning with you!  

Linda Staszko 

Coordinator, Centre for Learning 


